Template for Initial Exploration Document
An Initial Exploration Document (IED) is a summary that you produce as a team to synthesise your thoughts on questions of interest. It will usually be 8-10 pages long. It will be an extended version of one of your initial research briefs. Use this template as a planning document, but submit your final Initial Exploration Document in long form with consistent references and formatting.
	Group Members:


	Project Name:

	Date:

	The principal questions you intend to attack [up to 1 page]:


	A broad literature review (at least 10-15 references) that identifies and summarises relevant research across the sciences, social sciences, computer science, policy documents, and NGO/government/private industry programs [this will be a living document that forms part of the project deliverables and will be made openly available]:


	A data catalogue (at least 8-10 data sets) that identifies and summarises openly available and commercial data sets that might be useful to addressing your questions, together with how different data sets might be linked together or used side by side [this will be a living document that forms part of the project deliverables and will be made openly available]:


	General thoughts on data cleaning, linking, and modelling methodologies that are relevant to the problem at hand [up to 1 page]:


	General thoughts on the structure of the final product, how it might be consumed, how to make it open source or broadly accessible [up to 1 page]:


	Ethical considerations with the data, subjects, themes of interest [up to 1 page]:


	A narrative describing the challenge, why key decision makers would leverage your product, and why it is important [3-4 pages]:



